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VA TO REHAB BUILDING 209 FOR HO

8Y TERENCE LYONS

Qne of thyee buildings on the West
Los Angeles VA campus earmarked
for housing homeless veterans in
2007 reccived $zo0 million in june
of this year for renovation and re
habilitatien, According to an an-
nouncement issued by .8, Senator
Dianne Feinstein (D-CallE), Repre-
seatative Henty Waxman {D-Les
Angeles), and L.A. County Supervi-
sor Zev Yaroslavsky, the funding
commitment was made by Veter
ans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki
in a June 16 meeting among them
all in Feinstein’s Washington
office,

According to the anncuncement,
the money is “w (und long-term
thetapeutic housing for chronically
homeless veterans.” This is the
first funding for the three-building
project that then-VA Seeretary Jim
Nicholson committed to three
years age as a result of what was

then a three-year effort spearhead-
ed by Santa Monica Mayor [then
Councilmember) Bobby Shriver.

The thres buildings - 205, 208,
and 205, long empty or underuti-
Lized ~ fate cach other across an
open-ended quadrangle near the
north end of the VA grounds, Build-
ing 209, the one to receive the $z20
millien rehab, has been used asa
stand-by or emezgency resource in
Los Angeles's cold-weather home
less sheler program in years past,
but has otherwise been vacant but
for a print stwdio installed dur-
ing the last year by Lauren Bon's
Strawberry Flgg ant project on the
quadrangle — a project that has
attracted many people o the siwe
sinee last awtumnn, both veterans
and visitors, including a %

by VA Secretary Shinseki july 20
after the funding announcement.

“[This] therapeutic housing project
at the West Los Angeles VA facitity
offers the promise of refuge and
1esources for chronically home
less veterans in the region,” said
Senator Feinstein, “yet it has heen
a long, drawn-out process to see it
brought to fruition." But Building
209 will most probably be used to
house veterans already participating
in other VA programs and provide

“long-term therapeutic supportive
housing” far them, said William
Danlels, Chief of Mentad Heakth at
the West LA VA, whoisthe LA area
VA hotneless coerdinator, speaking
shortly after the announcement.

native

2009 visit by Representative Robert
Fifner (D-San Diego) who chairs
the House of Representatives Vet
crans Affairs Committee and a visit

epr: said,
“This action will pravide -critical
longterm  therapeatie  housing
that is long overdue™ Supervisor
Yaroslavsky called the funding

"a milkstone in addressing this
issue” that *has heen a long time
coming”

Use of the Moncy

Mr. Danicls said that with the Szo0
million, the VA wauld itself under
taketherchal of Building 209, with
$to million expected 5o go to seis-
mic repairs and the other $10 mil-
lion sufficient to cover “plumbing,
elevators, interior renovation and
reconfiguration - tenant improve:
ments and Infiastructure,” so that
the building would be “readyto go.”

He expested that the setual op-
eration of the ready-to-go building
would then be contracted out by the
VA to 2 “community parner” such
as the-Salvation Army, Volunteers
of America, or New Directions —
“that's the direction we are heading.”

Chief of Mental Health Danicls said
the building will be dedicated to

LESS UETS

the treatment of veterans “in re-
covery” from substance abuse or
mental health issues, rather than
provide housing for veterans who
are simply homeless (for whom,
he said, the VA operates or partici-
pates in other programs). Building
204 may very well be rehabbed in
the format of approximatcly 50 sin-
gle-oceupangy,  one-bedroom/pri-
vate bath/full kitchen apartments
called out in an earlier December
2008 solicitation for offers, he said.
Aplaceaveterannight live until he
dies? “Quite possily,” he replied.
Reaction

Reaction to the announcermnent
of funding for Building 2vg from
outside the VA was positive but, in
some cases, mixed. Santa Monica
Mayor Bobby Shriver, who led
a years-long cffort to obtain the
2007 commitinent to devote the
three  buildings 1o hemeless

Cantinyed an page 2

THE ISSUE OF
HOMELESS
VETERANS

BY TERENCE LYONS

Inour inaugural issue, the Strawbar
ry Gazette reported on the Novem-
ber 2009 pledge of VA Seeretary Erie
Shingeki to “ending homel

in his Nevember zoog addressiothe
National Summit on Hoemeless Vet-
erans: “We conscrvatively cstimate
that 131,000 veterans iive on our
streets — men and women, young
2nd old, fully functoning aned dis-
abled, from evety war gencration,
even the current eperations in Iragq
and Afghanistan.” S¢ what has the
VA actually done? And dong hete
Onthe ground.

Chincald

Gen, Visits Strawberry

arnang veterans within the next five
years.” [Strawberry Gozette, Febru-
ary 2010] At that time, we said that
we "hopeld] to bring more news of
the VA's response to homelessness
aimong vets in the coming months.”
In this issue, we do just that.

Shinseki bravely ackrowledged the
size and impartance of the problem

Flag

When Secretary Shinseki visited
the West LA, VA July 20, he toured
the Strawberry Flag quadrangte and
chatted with veterang working on
the project — many of whom have
been homeless in the past — and
with Metabolic Studio staff on
the site. This, after Lauren Bor's
March 20t0 visit with Shinsckd in

Washingtoh, D.C. to discuss the
Flagand the quadrangle.

The Secrtary also looked in on
Building 209 in thag quadrangle, the
Luilding to which he hed en June
16 aliocated $20 millien for reno-
vation and rehabilitation “te fund
tong-term therapeutic housing for
¢hronically homeless veterans,” ac-
cording to a statement released by
U.S. Senator Planne Feinstein.

Funds Allocated

The VA budget for Fiscal Year 2010
included §3.2 billion for assistance
to homeless veterans and an addi-
tional 550 million specifically forthe
renovation of vacant buildings on
VA campuses 1o be used as support-
ive housing for homeless veterans.
[Serawdherry Gazerte, March 2010}
The funds that Sceretasy Shinseki

committed to Building 209 in June
are from that moncy, said William
Daniels, Chicf of Mental Health for
the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthe
care System, whe is the L.A. area VA
homeless coordinator.

While the fivesyear pledge has been
put into action on the West Los An-
geles VA campus with more specific
commitments and the allocation of
funds, there are not as yet any ad
ditional beds. What has been done,
and where do things stand?

The BigStep

The biggest step locally in further
ance of Seeretary Shinseid’s pledge
has been the allocation of $20 mil
fien for the rehabititation of Build-
ing 20g. In this issue of the Gazerte,
VCICELNS correspondent Terence Ly
ons reports on how that money may

Peused, and what reaction hasbeen
tethe nows of this funding, The sub-
ject in also addressed in several of
thisissue’s Gazette intervicws.

The Interviews
‘This month, the Gazetre exam-
ines the VA's asack on homeless-
ness among vels by listening to
the voices of scveral officials who
have something 1o say on the sub-
jeet the VA medical doctor who
is responsible for all the meneal
health programs on the West Los
Angeles campus, the congressman
who chairs the House Veterans Af
fairs Committee, the Santa Monica
mayer who has been fighting to
move homeless vets into Building
209 and others, the loead congress
manwhorepresentstheWestLA.VA
campus, and the county supervisor
Continued onpage s




Sevenous of ten Americans are onr paychrck away

Wehaverome dangerosusly lnce 1o gecepting the

Jrom helng homeless Acmelets situation as @ prebiem that we st can't
tolvr.
— Pras Michel ,
! —Linda Lingte
YA T0 REHAB BULLDING 208.. within programs scattered around AN INTERVIEW WITH: Strawberry Gazette (SG: Could We must recognize that today's
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veterans housing, said, "Altheugh
we should be happy that the money
came, 1 still feel deeply outraged
that it's taken six years. t think
irs equivalently outrageous that 1
hear — which 1 heard from Ralph
[Tillrag, VA GLA Chief of Extemal
Affairs] — that it will now take four
years 16 buiid out the building and
have the firstvet move in, aceording
to whatever the VA process is end
how they do the rehab, the design,
and so forth and so on. § think that
has 1o be fixed, We can't wait anoth-
erfour years.”

The Los Angeles Times editorialized
July 21 on the occasion of Secre
tary Shinseki's visit to the West
L.A. VA grounds, “Netto sound like
ingrates, but why not convert all
three buildings at the same time?
The cost per unit would be lower
and more beds would be assured.”
Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev
Yarostavsky said the Times edito-
tial was “wrong™ and that “Shinse-
ki, [Senator Diane] Felnstein, and
[Congressman  Henry] Waxman
deserve praise, not ¢siticism.”

Dr. Jon Sherin is responsibie for
all the mental health programs on
the VA West Los Angeles campus.
Asked whether he had a preference
as to whether the rehabbed Build-
ing 209 should he operated by the
VA itself or by a ecommunity part-
ner, replied, “1 don't really have
a preference. § think there are ad-
vantages to both models. What ¢
really do hope is that we use this
opportunily to employ veterans in
the restoration of thisbuilding and
thatwe do our best to getveterans
involved in administering the pro-
grams. Not only is that something
that's geod in terms of veterans
having jobs in this financial cli-
mate, but it atso isvery therapeutic
activity — to be gainfully employed,
ta be actively engaged, and to find
meaning in daily activitics,”

As 1o whether the rehabilitation
aof Building 209 will actually bring
homeless veterans in off the
streets or rearrange vets already

the VA, Sherin said, “That's a good
question, althaugh you've got to
understand that that's largely the
same population. There cemainly
are horneless veterans who don't
access the VA, but there are veter-
ans here who access the VA who
become homeless who may acte-
atly have anather alternative if we
have a different ype of program
here. So - gnd, again, it gets back
1o the model: Do we use space here
for patients who are In programs,
who are hospitatized and they're
needing space? OF do we use it as
4 space that could be accessed
from any given pornal? I would say
that these are not exclusive. 1 think,
All of the above.”

The Other Buildings
Senator Feinstein's statement on
the funding for Building 209 said,
“At the [June 16] meeting, Secretary
Shinseki also commitied to work-
ingwith Senator Felnstein and Rep-
resentative Waxanan in the months
ahead to identify additional funds
to renevate buildings 205 and 208,
the other two West Los Angeles VA
campus buildings designated for
homeless veteran housing."

¥A Chicf of Mental Health Dan-
iels would not hazard 2 guess as 1o
when any action might be taken on
the other two buildings committed
to housing homeless vets in 2007,
Regarding Buildings 205 and 208,
Dr.Sherinsaid, “1know thatthere's
a lot of interest in developing this
whole picce of the campus to make
ita bit of a thriving community for
homeless veterans. . . . Buz, you
know, having interest in doing
that and having a modet is ong
thing. Having adequate resource
isanother. And ! know that there is
great interest locally outside of the
VA and also within the VA to make
chat happen. But T dan’t see that
happeningacthis point. There'sno
teal clear evidence to sugpest that
that's going 1o happen in the necar
future.”

“We finally got 1o first base,” Santa
Monica Mayor Shriver said. “But
[ want to get to second, third, and
home base ASATL"

THE ISSUE OF HOMELESS
VETERANS CONTINUED »

whose district includes the campus
and whe has been a leader on Jocal
homelessissues.

We al50 listen o the voices of two
Tocal veterans who have something
10 say on the sybject an upbeat
graduate of the Dom who now
works in the Strawberry Flag print
studic, and an angty "Cid Guard”
vet who has a lawsuit pending over
hisweekly protests against the West
LAVA,

The YA homeless coordinator for
the Los Angeles area, GLAFS Chicef
of Mentat Health William Daniels,
did notpravide an intervicw tlat the
Gazete requested for this issuc,

Historical Perspective

As always, this month's issue of
the Gezerte seeks to provide some
historical context for the subject at
hand, in this case the VA's response
to homelessness amang veterans.
Sharon Sckhon of the Studio for
Southern California Histoty and
the Metabolic Studio's Janet Cwen
Driggs examine that response over
the years, particularly at the West
Los Angeles VA property.

RLP: A Yeteran Who Served Home-
less ets

In this month’s obituary, the Ga-
zerte pays tribute wo Dwight Radeliff,
president and CEQ of the United
Suates Veterans Initiative.

And so, this issue of the Strawberry
Gazette focuses on the issue of
homcless veterans.

GONGRESSMAN
HENRY WAXMAN

Congressman Waxman represcnts
California's 3ath Disthict in the
0.8, House of Representatives;
his district includes the West Los
Angries VA property.  Together
with U, Seantor Bianne Feinstein
and LA, County Superisor Zev
Yaroslavsky, Waxman was with
VA Secretary Efi¢ Shinscki when
Shinseld announced theallocation
of $20 million 1o rehabilitate
Building 209 lorhomelessveterans,

The Strawberry Gazette submitted
a series of wiitten questions to
Rep. Waxman, and he responded
inwriling on August 3, 2010.

Sometimos | joel that | don’t get the same
cares about mo. — John Sulllvan, Vet

you please give me a brief history of
yourworkwhen it comes teending
hometessness for veterans here in
Southern California?

Henrgy Waxman (HWE The joth
Congressienal Bistrict includes
the West L.A. VA, which is the
largest VA facility in the nation,
and it is located in Los Angeles
County, which has more homeless
veterans than any other county in
the nation. I have an ebligation to
do everything I can to ensure that
the federal government addresses
the mytiad aceds of our homeless
veterans. We owe our service men
and wainen a debt of gratitude for
their sacrifices, and I believe it is
unconscionable that veterans are
living on our streets.

veterans faceunique challenges. An
estimated 620,000 troops returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan suffer
from posttraumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), traumatic brain injurics
(TBI), or depression. Women
veterans and veteran families also
deserve a special focus.

Since 2007, Congress has expand-
ed mentat healtheare  services,
funded research for PTSD and
T8, significantly rasmped up the
number of mentat health profes-
sionals, and provided <¢onfiden-
tial tnentat health screenings for
returning veterans. Congress has
inereased overal) fumling for veter-
ans’ services by 60% in the last four
years, andwe rustcontinue to work
t improve the services we provide.

Caplinued on page 3
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We think somerimes that poveriy is only being hungry,
neked, and fomelees. The poverty of bring wnwanted,

unloved, and uncored for is the greatest poverzy. We

must reart i okr own komes e remedy this kind of

porerty.
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—Steve Huston

The hawnelcss are your mothers and fathers, frotiers
and sisters. Weneed te pratect enr commanity.
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A playfuf event Ih which the VA community and thelr frisnds wore top hats with cots on thom proceded the

that tho Strawk

Y Flog quad was galning tho attantion of the fodoral VA admintstration.

THE CHECKERED HISTORY OF
THE UR AND HOMELESS VETS

BY JANET OWEN DRIGGS AND
SHARON SEKHON

How can it be that after 145 years
of generous welfare provision and
organized veteran action, 166,000
veterans are homelegs in the
United States on any given night?:
Although numerous  contradic-
tory responscs are possible here,
at feast part of the answer must lie
with the relationship between land
use and property prices, which too
often tums veteran housing issues
into a political cannonball.

Offering & case in point, the West
Los Angeles Veterans Administra-
tlon (WLA-VA) is surrounded by
some of the world's most expen-
sive real estate, Onee part of an
immense cattle ranch, the Goo-
acre site was gifted to veterans by
Senator John P. Jones and Arcadia
8. de Baker in 1887 10 support
a federal soldicrs home, At its peak,
the homne housed around 4,000 vet-
erans, whose presence stimulated
local development.

From 1888 through the 194os, the
U.S. Congress allocated funds and
scught to proteet the facility from
enterprising realtors. In 1934 the
Gl Bill increased veteran funding,
which alse benefited from such

presidential platforms as Lyndon
B. Johnsen's "Great Socieyy” and
Richard Nixon's govemnment o
pansion. With the rise of the New
Right in the 19605 and censerva-
tive efforts to trim “big” govern-
ment, these same programs were
attacked. Dependent upon the
outcgme of such political wars, the
WLA-VA has seen the growth of
funding and iss drastic slashing.

Paraliciing such fluctuations, the
increasing market value of WEA-
VA land has complicated the re-
lationship of veterans to their
entitiement to the land. Net only
wis veteran access (o the facilities
limited over time, the sitec hasbeen
undez scrutiny for development or
outright sale since the 15208, and
the once Gon-acre parcel has been
subsequently eroded to 388 acres.?

Ever-Increasing Land Prices

Although the perceivedvalue of the
veterany’ land and its surrounds
rose dramatically when the future
she of the WLA-VA was selected
to host & soldicrs home, West
Los Angeles remained relatively
agrarian until the 15208 when
Wilshire Bouievard's “Miracle
Mile" and the new citics of Beverly
Hilis, Brenbwood, and Westwood

fixed the soldiers home in a web of
suburban development.

Between 1923 when Zand
Wilshire and Robertson sold for
$6,500 per acre, and 1930 when
businesses there cost more than
$350,000, property prices along
wilshire Boulevard increased sig
nificantly? In 1928 the Los Angeles
T¥mes estimated the facility’s mar-
ketvalue 1o be “conservatively, very
conservatively, sct at §7,219,891.
The propenty is well worth ten
tisnes that sum §f appraised by
a professional.™

As West L.A. land prices rose, 5o lo-
cal opposition to veieran proximity
grew. Even the 1932 construction
of the National Cemetery met with
protest. Not least fcomn a Mrs. Silas
Slusher who feared for the value
of her 8200,000 property. Arguing
for Slusher, lawyer Walter Hzas
contended, “It is right they should
have such a place, but it should be
developed in an arca that is not
already built upwith fine hemes.™+

Depreciating Veleran Status

The post-World War It housing

crisis saw government-subsidized

home mengages introduced for
Cantinded ¢n paged
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§G: How serious is our homeless
veteran problem in LA, County?
In California?

HW: The problem js vast and
the need i3 undeniable. The Va's
nationz] estimate for homeless
veicrans nationwide is 107,000,
California has the highest number
of homeless veterans in the nation.
The Los Angeles Homeless Service
Administeation estimates that there
are more than 6,500 homeless
veterang jn Los Angeles County, We
must address this issue in carnest
and as quicklyas possible.

5G: Lets talic about Buiidings 205,
208, 209--why those buildings?
Why that quad? There are several
other empty buildings on that part
of the Veterans Administration
West LosAngeles Healtheare Center
campus. Why are those buildings
the enes that arefwere tasgeied to
house homeless veterans?

HMW: In 2005, the Capital Asset
Realignment  for  Enhanced
Services (CARES) Local Advisory
Pane! accepted testimony about
a proposal for the three bulldings.
These buildings are wvacant or
underutilized and will allow the VA
to provide long-term therapeutic
housing. 1 also believe other
Buildings on the campus should be
evaluated for uses that most benefic
VE{CT2NS.

Tt is my stehg belief that the VA
must strictly adhere to the purpose
for which the West L.A. VA land was
generously donated and  deeded
1888—t¢  permanently setve
veterans. In 2007, Senater Feinstein
and I were able to enact legislation
that protects the entire campus in
pcmetﬂfty from being sold or used
for comnerelal putposes,

g

8G: What has been the process
of getting to the $20 million
appropriation for building zog
that Scerciary Shinsekd recently
announced? What was the pivotal
moment?

HW: Unfortunately, it has boen 2
slower process than | had heped

e

Rechelle Fabl reads The Littie Englre That Could to a crowd at High Tea an

Aprll 15h, 2010,

for. 'The pivotal moment was in a
meeting in June when Secretary
of Veterans Affairs Shinscli gave
Scnator  Feinswein,  Supervisor
Yaroslavksy, and me his personal
commitment w0 fully fund the
restortion of Building zo9 by
2012. The Secretary indicated that
the project will be handled from
VA headguaners, and we expect to
receive an oficial timeline from the
Secretary's offiea shortly.

SG: What was your reaction to the
decision to allocate the funding?
Whatwill S20 millieh buy?

HW: [ was delighted by Secretary
Shinseki’s declsion, and the 320
tillion will be used to fully restore
and rehabilitate Building 209 for
long-igrm therapeutic housing for
homelessveterans.

5G: Who will manage the S20
million and the process going
forwazd to hire designers, builders,
«te.? What will actually go on in the
buildings?

HW: The project will ¢ handled
by the Sccretary's office at VA
headquarters in Washington D.C.
We have not yet seen the details of
the plan, but I have a real interest
in them because out homeless
veterans have complex challenges
that must be adequately nddressed.

8G: Just the othet weelk, staff from
Senator Barbara Boxer's office
visited the quad and the buildings—
whatigyour hope to now engage the
other ¥.5. senator from California?

HWV: 1 have tremendous fesnect for
Senator Boxer, She has been a great
partner on veterans' issues and
ahostofothers,

5G: What is your timeframe for
Suilding 2097 When do you hope 1o
cut the dbbon far an opening and
whatabout the other buildings?

HW: As 1 mentioned, Secretary
Shinscki announced that Building
209 will be compieted in 2012, The
500n¢r we can cut the ribbon, the
sconer we can provide longterm
therapeutic housing for homcless
veterans.




